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Rumblings

Well summer is now over but fall has just begun. Not the
cool weather one would hope for driving a classic around but
at least it is not raining every other day.

Progress is moving on my 1959 BN6. The latest is that Keith
Bester and | took the engine over to Phase 2 machine shop
for reconditioning. It sounds like the head needs a complete
makeover. | am not sure about the pistons since they looked
small in the cylinders and the top ring was broken in 2 of
them. No scoring so perhaps a little lucky. Soon | hope to
N e o r we find  out how
1 S| T e _ @(@@gd much | need to invest in the engine.
TR e = e Perhaps in a month or so | can be
reassembling that.

Transmission appears to be in good shape

| took the transmission cover off and was
pleased to find not much to do there.
Perhaps a little cleanup, new gaskets, a
rear seal, and a fresh coat of paint.

The frame is now completely ready to
accept the drivetrain. As you can see
. P =, - thecarisonthe tires and it looks like it is
Looks ready back here too. ready to go. Keith helped me fix the

trafficator. The rear end is full of oil and the
hydraulics are bled. | am starting to feel it. What about those Hella horns! | kind-of
gave up on the originals. They actually look great but | will have to work on them a
little if | ever use them.

Phil Ellerbrock, GHA SCN Editor
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Gateway’s Officers

President Membership Chairman & Treasurer Social Events Coordinator

Sean Dowell Keith Bester Marilyn Salini

smdowell01@gmail.com 314-821-2372 (314) 991-9363
kcb62bt7@yahoo.com Msalini73@gmail.com

Vice President
Newsletter Editor

Ron Varley Secretary

Phil Ellerbrock
(314) 324-3021 Tom Hartman

(314) 749 1250
ronvarley@aol.com (314) 486-4320

pje383@centurytel.net
thomasehartman56@charter.net

National Delegate
Tom Hartman

(314) 486-4320

GHA Webmaster
Jim Reiter
(636) 795-2829

thomasehartman56@charter.net
Ghawebmaster@yahoo.com

Don't forget to go to the club website!
http://clubs.hemmings.com/gatewayhealey/

The website includes additional articles, links to videos, maintenance tips, and copies of GHA SCN.

Members and Guests at the June meeting
No Record

Members and Guests at the July meeting
Bob McElwee Keith Bester Jim Reiter Tom Sontag Dennis Dowell
Steve Hurst Ron Varley Phil Ellerbrock

Members and Guests at the August meeting
Chris Kressler Keith Bester Richard Etz Jim Evans Lou Salini
Jim Reiter Ed Long Tom Sontag Dave Massey Sean Dowell
Dennis Dowell Bob McElwee Gary Denny

GHA Club meetings held on the 4th Tuesday of every month except December at
Keith Besters Garage 115 N Sappington Road, Kirkwood, MO 63122. (314) 821-2372

Events calendar in the St. Louis Sports Car Council Gateway Relay at-
www.stlscc.org
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Hosted 'by the Tampa Bay
Austin-Healey Club
May 17-21, 2020

On-line credit card or Pay Pal registrations are required. No mail-in registrations or

checks accepted. Registration required to obtain password for special hotel group
rates and reservation phone number.

Registration $145 through February 28, 2020. All registrations $165 after February
28, 2020. All fees are U.S. Dollars. Registration includes one vehicle, two adults, one
child under 15 and one free baseball cap. No refunds after March 1. 2020.

Florida Green Healeys (and combinations)
? will be celebrated at Conclave. Join us and

y share your car!
Registration questions? email: linwoodrose@mac.com

CARS @
COFREE Last one of 2019

. Every 3rd Saturday of the Month April through October from 8 am - 11
a& St. Louis, Mo. am

October 19th
WESTPORT PLAZA, 1-270 & Page Blvd, South lot, between STARBUCKS and McDonalds.

Cars Coffee is a free gathering in the St. Louis metro area open to all vehicle makes / marques and
enthusiasts. This is not a car show and there is no entrance fee. Bring your car out and enjoy a drive in
light morning traffic. Get together with other like-minded people to talk about cars and enjoy a morning
brew. Conveniently located next to Starbucks, or bring your choice of morning beverage.

; Don’t forget to visit the Gateway Healey Association Web-Site at
L o http://clubs.hemmings.com/gatewayhealey/index.htm
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July Cars and Coffee

Very hot day The LSV was for Chris
Kresser. He ended up being ok but at
the moment it did not look good. Yes
his TR3 got home safely.

BTW the red Healey is John Lores.




The Marvelous Big

ustin-i

The story of a significant s;arr.s' car

BY CYRIL POSTHUMUS

FHOTOE FEOM THE AUTHORS COLLECTION

Healey could never have heen the car it was, Iis origing

were humble, with an Iron Ape engine left over from
the Stope Age Austin AD0; at first i was noisy, crade and
cramped, yel fase and hapdleable in a he-man kind of way.
It s0ld mm thousapds wpon thousands, and when they levered
in a smoother 6-c¥linder engine and & 4-speed gearbox, sales
mushroomed even more, They refined it, they raced it, they
rallied it, and they broke records with it It was incredibly
tough and solid,- vet handsome and amazingly cheap. In
short, it was & lovable hastard.

The Big Healey came off the lines from 1952 through 1967,
b:.r which time the p'undil.a had been Pre.di:ting its doom for
the past five vears. But it never died of old age; it was killed
by the U5, Federal Safety Regulations, which eame af a
stage in the Healey's career when a major redesign to meet
them was no longer worthwhile. So the handsome, long-
nosed lorries met their end, and theirr begetter, Donald
Healer, walched and waited, and fipally got bimselfl en-
meshisd with plans for their replacement. The story of that
car, ' @ Jensen-Healey, will be found on the pages just
precel

If rEMGREES WERE Teally that important, the big Austin-

Huilder Doneld Healey introduces the
Jires Tt RAT poblivher Trofe Reand,

Genesis

HE Bi: Austin-Healey reigned as the best-selling medium=

sized sports car for 15 years—longer than the complete
h.fe—span of the famous W.0, Bentley Bentley. At firse, of
course, it wes just & Healey, T well remember the 1952 Earls
Court Motor Show, when Pegaso of Spain sent one of their
extre-exotic Saoutchik-hodied devices called, 1 believe, the
Thrill. Wirth V-8, 4-cam engine, De Dion tvpe rear axle, and

© a price tag of about $30,000, it was a pretty comprehensive

thril] at that, but it couldn’t overshadow 'IhE ]ale emr:.r on
the nearby Healey stand,

Al that time the Donald Healey Motor Co. Ltd of the
Cape, Warwick, made several models; the 2.4 Riley-engined
Tickford saloon and Abbott cowpe, 3-liter Alvis-engined
sports convertible, and the export-only 3848-ce and 4138-ce
G-eylinder Nash-Healeys, Plans for a new model began early
in 1951 when Donald Healey returned from a tour of the
States with a formula for a esr which would appeal to both
home and export markets. He said, “I wanted 10 produce a
very fast, everyday road car with penuine sporting charac-

teristics, eapable of 100 mph, which would %also be excep- Hor

>
ey

lealey -

k]



Original Austin-Healey 100 srgine came from the Austin A90. This 2650-cc
wniy puf out 00 bhp ar 4000, Gearbox, afto from AN, was d-speed with {5z Bilpcked
aff. The cockpir, while nor exaeriy Spartan, had simplicity and elepanse.

i

= - the ingenicus slhide-forward, tilt-back windscreen, and the

m- e ey IS ﬂry crush soon became so great that protective barriers had to

be put around the newcormer. The men from Warwick were

o ~ Nooded with orders, mostly from the U5, where $7.000,000.

“tiomally cheap to buy, and sasy and economic to maintain,” worth of Hundreds were sold in double quick time, Leonard

The answer was obviously a fairly” lighoweight and weli- Lord and Lord Muffield had been Keenly interested in the

shaped car using mass production stock components wher- new car ever since Donald Healey frst contacted them about
ever possible and the design team headed by Donald and his  supplying parts, and now they stepped in with an offer to

son Cieoffrey set to work. take on full production responsibilities, leaving the sl

They evolved a simple chassis frame using two main 34n.  Warwick company free for development and design, Over-- .
square hox-section longerons, running parallel the length of night the desl was settled and the Hundred appeared at
the car, and some 17 inches apart, These were cross-braced Earls Court next moming wearing new Austin-Healey wings
by parallel and cruciform members, camying steel floor  on its nose. At the subsequent Miami World's Fair the new
pressings, and an integral cowl structure was built up from  car wen the Grand Premier Award, and at the New York

this base. The old Healey trailing link independent fromt Show it was voted International Show Car of the Year.

suspension system was scrapped, being replaced by a coil Road tests of the prototype showed that its power-to-
and wishbone setup with lever arm shock dampers. Similar weight ratic was so good that the very low frst gear was un-
units controlled the leaf spring suspended live rear axle, and  pecessary, 5o the production Austin-Healey Hundred or 100
stock Austin parts figured wherever possible. These included  was offercd with first gear blanked of, producing a 3-speed
the AS('s 2660-c¢ 4-cylinder pushrod overhead valve engine,  all-synchromesh unit, Further tests showed that the engine
fitted with twin SU H4 carburetors, and producing 90 bhp would take an overdrive on the 4.1:1 rear axle rafio, and a

at 4000 rpm. The standard 4-speed gearbox was also adopt- Layeock de Mormanville unit was fitted, operating on 2nd -
ed, modified from codurnn to foor shift, and A90 disc wheels and top. :
were used. About 20 A-H 100s were built at Warwick to satisfy the
This first Healey “Huondred” was finished in time for the dealers’ initial clamor for something to show, and early
19352 London Show and rushed into place overnight. Tt was tests proved the car was comfortably entitfed to its official
badly placed, tucked behind a pillar en the Healey stand but “100" enumeration. Donald Healey himself had in fact al-
the public soon spotted the comely ‘pale blue roadster with mady exceeded 100 mph when John Bolster of Autesport

Avstin-Healey J00M (for Modified) introduced in 1935

WLE CuFformer's eamaetition car amd seored mong tueeocoop
i bodh Epropean and
L8, club racing events.

50 BOAD & TRACK )



du.rrm.-\Hea.iq}' Jﬂﬂ-.fl.t, mrran‘.uc.rd m..f_?ﬁﬁ hud ﬁ-cyf H‘M{-'
enging from Auwstin AIGS with 2638 ¢ and 102 bhp ar 4600
rpn. Revised bodywork and iop made i info a 2 ples 2.
Fheelbase was increaved 2 i, alead of doers.

took the pratotype 10 the Tabbeke-Aelire awtorowie near Og-
tend in Belg’um, setfing a 2.way average of 106.05 mph.
Orwerall fuel consumption came aut at 25 mpg, and it's nice
to e that in my own coniribution to durasporr’s Motor
Show copy 1 remarked ™. . il may well prove io be an Im-
porlant dollar earner. .. Hrommph.

Series production began at Longbridge in May 1953, and
the designation BM1 was bestowed upon the new model. In
Awpust 1935 the improved BN2 100 was introduced, using &
degpeed BMC Cetype gearbox with overdrive, and with a
hypoid rear axle replacing the earlier spiral bevel wnil. Long-
er front coil springs were also fitled, along with improved
brakes using wider shoes. The BNZ proved slightly fasier on
top gear and on acceleration with the improved transmission,
Competition 1008 and 100M models now came along, all
using the 1949 2 &-iter engine, and 100 production over
those four vears lﬂti“‘:ﬂjuil aver 15,000,

The Sixes

» Serresmper 1956 the new BN4 Austin Healey 100-Six

was introduced, using the 6-cylinder BMC C-series 2639-
co engine from the Auvstin A105/ Westminster, and featuring
updated stying accommaodation and fittings, The new 79.4 x
89-mm engine pmdumd 102 hhp at 4600 I, nO great B
provement on the Four, particularly since the new car was
considerably heavier. The point was that the Six's flexibility
and smoothness made it a much more restiul and easy car
to drive, making the old Four seem lorrv-like, The BMN2's

4-speed gearbox was mated to the mew engine, still with
overdrive on 3rd and top, and other changes included enlarp-
ing the cockpit (ai the expense of scme trunk space) to in-
clude (wo very occasional extra seais, The wheelbase -was
mereased shightly to make room for these changes, spring
rafes were altered to cope with weight distribution changes,
and the 100Fs original folding screen was scrapped in favor
of a fixed affaie, plus & mouch improved hood and sliding side '
screens. Stvling changes meluded the disappearance of the
rather nice original Healey wedge radiator grille, which gave
way to &n oval grille as worn by the first competition 1008
models. Rear deflectors were faired into the tail panels, an
external fuel filler was added, and the honnet line was gen-
erally lowered, acquiring a ventilation scoop to clear high
spm:s of the pew engine. Disc wheels became standard, l:nut
wire wheels remained aptronal,

Produciion of the BM4 commenced at Longbridge i e
August 1256, and moved down to Abingdon {urLgmnl'I}rd_ A
MG's Pavlova works) o late 1957, when all BMOC sports car,
production was centralized there, Just afier the move, major
mods were made to the 5ix's engine, which acquired a new
G-port head, an alominum alloy inlet manifold, twin 1. ?5-_ -
inch SUF HD¥ carbureters, and a modified distributor. Com-

pressiom wenl up from 8.25 to £.5:1, and outpui rose-to. 117 1

bhp at 5000 rpm. It was well wnlmwhﬂc. whereas the origi-
pal EM4 100-5ix accelerated from (te 60 mph in 12.9 sec
and covered the standing 34-mile in 18.8, the revised BNG

did 11.2 and 181 sec, respectively. Mm'_rnum speed in-lt:—?

Popular demond alia required shae 100-5ic be built as 2-gexter,
zer this wos revived in mid-1958 after intreduction af G-port engine.
= ke - i & = T = = -

gt "t APRIL 1972 SI -
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averdrive top rose from 103 to 111 mph, and production
of the G-part BNG ran on until March 1959, And though it
bad been specially designed ag a 2/4 seater, there was still
tremendous demand for a pure 2-seater, 50 they revived the
latter from Jume 1958 on.

The 3-liter Cars

Ex.u:rl.‘r A yYeAR later, BMC anoounced the enlarged C-
series G-cylinder engine, bored and slightly stroked out
to dimensions of 833 x 389 mm (2912 o). Compression
was raised to 9.0:1, and twin SU HD® carburctors were
fitted with 124 bhp at 4800 rpm resulting. This unit went in-
o the existing BNG chassis/body shell with other modifi-
cations including a lacger diameter clutch, stronger gear
clusters and, following their success on competition 100-Six
models, Girling dise brakes at the front. Both the J-seater
BWNT and 2/4 seater BTT models were produced, with over-
drive extra, and externally they scarcely differed from the
earlier Sixes apart from a flash on the radiator griile and
distinctive “3000" insignia.

In May 1941 a new mod inherited from competition was
the fitting of triple 1.5-in. S1T HS4 carburetors, which raised

the output to 132 bhp at 4750 rpm, aided by a new cam- -

shaft and stronger valve springs. The radiator grille also re-
ceived a convex vertical slat mreatment to distinguish this, the
3000 Mk II, from the Mark I, Its extra horses mostly
showed themselves in the upper reaches of the rev range; an
added bonus was that the triple SU set-up, when properly
tuned, was more economical than the original twing, but un-
fortunately such delicate tuning proved beyond the abilities
of many private owners, and a refumm o win carbs was
made in March 1962, Popular optional extras then offered
included servo-assisted brakes and a remote gearshift lever
which allowed a fberglass gearbox cover ta be fitted, this in
turn improving sound desdening and cockpit cooling, and
lessening ransmission nose, :

At the time triple carbs were dropped, a restyled BIT 3000
Convertihle was anooenced, further refined, and slowly mov-
ing further away from the Big Healey's popular rocty image.
A wrap-around windscreen, wind-up side windows, and a new
ong-pigce detachable fop with removable rear panel were
adopted on the occasional 4-seat only meds], a stiffer front
anti-rell bar was adopted, and stiffer damper seftings im-
proved handling somewhat, The loss of one carbureter cost
only two horsepower, and the new screen and side windows

" made up for this aerodynamically, the convertible becoming
the fastest full production Healey ever. Acceleration from
0 to 60 mph was eut appreciably and the 0 to 100 mph time
fell from 32,8 1o 29.4 sec and the standing 14-mile fell from
17.9 to 17.3 sec. Al the same tlime, maximum speed rose
from 114 te 117 mgh,

The Big Heasley wos now o well-trimmed, sophisticated,
and quite roomy GT, with plenty of smooth power and
torque, stll too little ground clearancs, and a solid, heavy
feel which made it quite a handful, if 2 pleasant one, to
drive. More mods cams up in January 1963; they altered the
rear cockpit molding to prevent damage to the top on stow-
age, and in April they modified the hood aszembly itself. In
February 1964 a further refined Mark 11 variant appeared,
they'd zoi the power up 10 130 bhp at 3230 rpm, servo as-
sisted braking was stapdardized, and a wood veneer Facia
with lockable glove box and a handy console built around
the gear lever were Other refinements. At this stage a new
30 Sports Convertible cost £1185 on the UK market—
ridiculously cheap for so much motor car, and comparing
significantly with 1939 prices, when the BNT 2-seater cost
£ 1257.

531 RODAD & TRACK

But the end was in sight. The U.5, Federal Safety Regula-
tions were announced, coming into effect January 1, 1963,
To build the necessary reinforcements into- the Big Healey
meant unwarranted structural aliterations, the edict went
forth frem BMC to taper off production, and the 15-year run
of this remarkable British sports ear came to an end. Mum-
ber 43,026, the last 3000 Mk 1T to ke built, emerged at the
end of 1967, bound for Jacksonville, Fla. In all, some 73,000
Big Healeys had been built since 1332, bur now they had
reached the end of the road.

The Big Healey in competition

Doru.n.m HEALEY: maost successiul sports car didn't sell on
its performance/ price/looks qualities alone; its ability
had 1o be proved in competition, and proved it was, h}f
every means that nimble publicity minds could think up. I
have already related how the title Hundred was quickly just-
fied by that 106 mph average at Tabbeke in 1952, but in fact,
a few days before the car was announced, Donald Healey
hid taken one of the protolypes on 10 the Jabbeks road, re-
cording a top speed of 113 mph, and picking vp Belgian
class records for the flying kilometer at 111.7 mph and for
the fiying rmile at 110.9 mph, These early prototypes from
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Warwick were lighter than the Longbridge production mod- -

els, but the 100's competition potential was obvious. The late
Giregor Grant, founder/ editor of Aitarport, and Peter Reece

from Liverpool gave the car its competition baplism in.

March 1953, entering the actual Earls Court car for the
Lyons-Charbonnieres Rally, a tough 3-day affaic over 1250
spow-packed miles in the mountains of Central France. The
car went well until they hit a deep gully and broke a rear
darmper, eventually finishing with an almost detached rear
axle and the springs munching the bodywerk, in a lowly S0th
place overall—after running 4th earlier.

This inauspicions debut was not to be cvpical of the Hea-
ley’s career in races, rallies and record runs during the next
15 years—and more, for they were used long after produc-
tion finally ceased and can still be seen o action today, At a
time when 12-cylinder Ferrars, V-6 Lancias and XK120C
Jaguars disputed sports car racing, works Healeys ran in the
1933 Mille Miglia (both reticed) and at Le Mans (12th and
14th overall), and 2t the end of the year Donald Healey took

Fing! version af the biyg Awrtin-Healey wos the Mark I This
hizd I=liter, 150-Bhp engine, roll-up windows, convertible rop-




A ratal of mare
thar 73,000 of
the Fig Healews
were buils during
the 15 yoars af
its production.

a tuned model 1o the Bonneville salt fats, to attack Interna-
tional Class [ records, and also drove o completely stapdard
model, chosen by the AAA from a local dealer’s siock, o
attack U.S. siock car records. Driven by Healey himsell,
George Eyston, 1.G. Benett, Roy Jackson-Moore and Jackie
Cooper, the two cars between them ceptured over 100 rec-
ords; the stock model set new 118, figures in all categories
from five to 3000 miles and averaged 104 mph over 24
hours, and the tuned 100 set pew 12-hour fgures and cov-

emdthemnasm-cdmilea.:nulmﬂunmlﬁmph e

All of which immensely helped the image of “the world's
cheapest 100 mph car,” though the following vesr the War-
wick works intensified their efforts in international motor
racing. They developad 2 more powerful, lighler weight ver-
sion of the BM2, to he sold in limited numbers and to form
the hasis of a tuning kit #vailable to standard mode]l owners, -
The works ran a prototype competition model at Sebring in
1954 with drivers Lance Macklin and George Huntoon, The
car had cemter-lock disc wheels, Dunlop dise brakes all
around, and a highly tuned 2.6-liter engine. It was hot for a -
Healey, but not in contrast to the costly froni-liners. But as -
the Cunninghams, Aston Marting, Lancias and Ferrars
dropped out, the Healey 100 climbed the lender board, -
amazingly taking 4th place at half-distance and getting to 3rd
in the final hour, Out ahead were Moss with a brakeless
Dsca and a very tired 3rd-string works Lancia; Macklin -
made a final sprint for the Jead when a sorely tried rocker
arm broke and he had o nurse the car home on three cylin-
ders, still a brilliant 3rd and class winner at 70.5 mph for the
12 howrs, Bt

After that, replicas of the 1005 (5 for Schrimg) were in_
great demand et alone the standard moedel. and the works -
next venture was a 3-car team in the Mille Migha for Maek-
lin, Chiron and Tommy Wisdom {shanng with Maorris-
Goodall). This time things weren't so pood; Macklin's was
the first British car to finish, but only in 23rd place overall
and 5th in class. International racing very much favored spe-.
cialized racing machinery and Donald Healey felt so strong-

Iy about it that he issued a special statement and withdrew
his team until changes were made in international regulations
to give production machinery an even break.

8o it was back to Booneville in Awvgust, this time with the
1853 100 brooght up to 1008 specification, 2nd also a mew
streamliner. The 1005 engine had ap 8.3:1 compression
ratio, twin S H6E carbs and special manifolding, all result-
ing in 132 bhp at 4700 rpm; Dunlep disc brakes were used
a.l.lgammdwilhin-arimwhnﬂs ing Dunlop 5.50 x 15 rac- -

CATYINE z
Ll ing tires, and the weight was dewn to 1870 Ib. The stream- =—-

Aﬂﬂ.lmﬁ‘ﬂ-

......
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Abave, ane of four 1005 madels in the 1955 Mille Migiia. Below,
Macklin/Hureoon 1008 was Jrd overall in 1954 Sebring.

Big Healeys alio rallied well: the Py Moss/ dre Wisdem car thar
won Coupe dex Dames and Zad overall in 1560 Alpine Rally.

-

r S -'.- [} -:ﬁ. = x|
One af the less successful of the big Austin-Healeys was this
endurance model frved with long sroce for Le Mars 24-kr race.
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liner had a standard chassis and body with aerodvnarmic nose
and tail atfachments, a bubble cockpit canopy, and a fin be-
hind the driver'’s head. Full 1008 mods were made to the
enging, plus the addition of a Shorrock supercharger, which
semt the cutput soaring to 224 bhp, A S-speed gesrhox with
built-in overdrive was used, and 16-in. dise wheels were fie-
ted. Special safety provisions included an integral fire axtin-
guisher system, 13 years before such things were featured in
Formula 1, a self-jertisoning systemn for the canopy, and an
autornatic fuel cut-off operating on the oil pressure to pre-
vent a serious blow-up.

The 1005 prototype took the 12-hour record at 132.4 mph
and the 24-hour at 132.29 mph, while in all Healey and co-
driver Carroll Shelby tock 53 American Mational and Inter-
national 3-lier records. With the supercharged streamliner,
the intrepid Donald Healey covered the fying mile at a re-
sounding 192,62 mph! After which Aush of success two cars
ran in the Carréra Panamericana in Mexico, driven by
Macklin/Heeley and Shelby/ Jackson-Moore. Shelby ran dth
on the opening stage, but then crashed, wrote the car off,
and broke an arm, while Macklin went out early with elec-
trical trothle, '

An impressive season nonetheless, and before the 1954
London Show, Austin-Hesley announced the competition
LOO5. The full specifications included 2 light alloy, 2-tone
boedy with a smaller oval grille, louvered hood, Lusas Le
Mins type headlights, eut down plastic windscreen, and a
central fller cap feeding the 20-gal. fuel tank. Mo embel-
lishers or bumpers were fitted, and the standard BN2 suspen-
sion was modified with stiffer springs and double-acting
shocks, Dunlop disc brakes were standard all around, and
overall weirht was cut by some 220 Ih.

The engine was much changed. A pew light alloy Wesloke
cylinder head was used with the ports changed side-to-side;
there were fat-topped, solid skint high compression pistons,
high lift camshafi, and combined oil cooler and Glter mount-
ed close beside the water radiator. Compression ratio went
up o §.3:1, and the 132 bhp at 4700 rpm was taken through
a lightweight Aywhesl and competition clutch to the BN 4-
spead gearbox, shorn of its overdrive but with a modified re-
mote change, The rear axle ratio was a surprisingly high
2.92:1, while many optional ratios were available.

The 1008 socelerated from O to &0 mph in only 9.8 sec,
covered the stamding 'Y-mile in 16.% sec and had a top
speed just on 125 mph, A ol of 60 1008 cars were built,
and all save eight or nine were exported. A “Le Mans™ en-
gine conversion kit was offered to owners of standard BN
and BN models who wanted some of the 1008 performance
even if they couldn't have the lightened shell. The kit com-
prised parts based on the 1953 Le Mans A-H 100 mods,
offering twin 1.75-in. 8Us with a cold air box, inlet manifold-
ing, special distributor, high lift camshafi and §.1:1 pistons.

Later these improvements were built inte a limited pro-
duction model, the 100M, made a1 Warwick and including a
competition front anti-roll bar, special front shocks, louvered
hood and 2-tone paint finish. It could be bought new as a
works-modified EN2, or customers could buy the kit and
have it fitted to their existing cars, The 100M was announced
in Oetober 1953, at the close of a sepson in which three
100%s had placed 1-2-3 in class at Sehring, driven by Moss/
Macklin, Brewster/Rutan and Cook/Rand, while George
Abegcassis had brilliantly won his class in one in the Mille
Mliglia, finishing 11th overall, These were the highlights of
an otherwise black season, particularly for Lance Macklin.
His car was hit by Levegh's Mercedes-Benz at Le Mans, with
the awful results so well known, while at Dundrod in the TT
he ran into the bank to avoid the multiple shunt which cost
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the lives of Jimi Mavers and Bill Smith—disusicrs which
hiazed the .%uﬂti:l'l-HEﬁh::.‘ name Llncuml’urlahl}' across the
pages of the sensational press. MNor was the 1956 season
much compensation, for the AS0 engine was now petiing
very long in the tooth, though the few 1005z left in Britain
dicf gquite well in club evenis.,

Then came the new C-series 100-5ix, announced in Sep-
tcmber 1256, The releass was preceded by another flurry of

record breaking ar Utah with C-series engined cars, Shelby

and Jackson-Moore driving a BN2 with acrodyvnamic nose
and tall sections, and fitted with the 150-bhp engine with 9:1
compressien f-port head and triple Webers; they took many
records including the 5300 miles at 153.14 mph and the 6-
hour at 143596 mph, Donald Healey drove the second ear,
ong of the 1954 streamliners modified by Austin with a 250
bhp blown C-series enpine. Unfortunately supercharger prob-
lems spoiled his attempts, but he did manage one good run
timed a1 20306 mph, and great play was made of this figure
in release publicity for the new 100-5ix,

In March 1957 the type made its true competition debut,
The BMC Competitions department had just been established
at Abingdon and now the factory began to concenfrale on
international rallving, The debut was ipauspicious (10th in
class and 83rd averall in the Italisn Sestricre Rallv) bui driv-
er Tommy Wisdom, who had shared the rally car with his
daughter Ann, redeemed himsell in the last Mille Miglia by
winning his class.

In 1958 several teams of 100-Sixes did well in several
international rallies, winning both the manufacturer and team
awards in the Litge-Rome-Litge with Pat Moss and Ann
Wisdom taking the Coupe des Drames.

Although the 3-liter engine made iis bow in 1955, the 100-

work, a feam of Cambridge undergraduates ran a 100-5ix at
Montlhéry fo break seven international Class D records, in-
cluding the four days and 10,000 miles at just over 37 mph.

The rally succesees continned after the switch 1o the big
0 in 1959 and this continved until BMC tapered off the
Big Healey's competitive career in 1965 as emphasis shified
1o the smaller, nimbler Mini-Coopers, Al Sebring Paul Haw-
ins and Warwick Banks won their class that vear.

In 1966 only privatesrs ran Big Healeys but when the
1967 RAC Rally included a class for Group 6 sports cars,
Peter Browning, then competition mansger, owned a 3000,
ARMITE (re-registered as PWE 57) and this was buill into
probahly the most powerful road-going Healsy ever. An all-
aluminum engine was used, bored oul 10 2068 cr, fitted with
triple Weber 43DC0Es and producing just on 200 bhp at
the rear wheels,
ihe rally was cantelled because of a pation- w;ﬁ: epidemic
of foot-and-mouth cattle discase.

Preparation

But this last effort fell into anfi-climax as
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HJUGI—.THEB THE competition depariment at Abingdne op=" -

erated 23 competition 30005, plus one 100-Six brought -

up o 3000 specification, These were not specially . built one-
offs, but standard vehicles 1aken from the producticn Tines
amd modified.

Betwesn them, the 23 cars compeled in more than ?[I ma-
jor international events, and most of the survivors have now

heen sold to privede owners, several being regular club com--

petitars in English production sporis car racing and still pick-
ing up shiny pots almost every weekend, They're just as
harsh and tough, heavy but responsive to drive as ever 1h:3.r
were, but like cld soldiers they just don't fade away . . . the

Six pressed on in competition wrim &nd in additien te rally big, beautiful bastards,
3 SRS RS R AN R oy 15 D g
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~ The precedlng article was found among my dads records for the
Healey I now own. The condition of the article is not that great so
sorry if it is somewhat hard to read.

It is from Road & Track April 1972. Very vintage.

Mercedes Benz Racing Cars

By KARL LUDVIGSEMN / The Mercedes-Benz Racing Cars is the rost
thorough, tichly detailed work ever produced on the most fabulows competition
ciars ever built, All the famouws 1vpes— Blitzen Benx, Tropfenwagen, S5KL, W25, °
THG, W1i4, WIES, I00SL., W196, 30SLR, C111—phs many leser known but -
iechnically interesting machines are described in full detail from the moment of
inception to the last blare of the exhaust. Every aspect of every car is =
completely documented—not only what, when and how, but why--two-stags
supercharging, De Dion suspension, low-plhas rear swing axles, fuel hlends, !
metallurgy, desmodromic vahes, A larps book, 312 papes sized 84§ x 1004, with .~
over 450 black & white illustrations—photographs, enginesring drawings, power .
curves—plus 8 pages of full eolos, including paintings by Waher Godschke, 2500,
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