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Rumblings 
 

We did have a meeting in February!  So it seemed time to 
put out a newsletter!  Spring is coming!   

Wash Up—Tune Up is on Saturday April 16th!  
Bring a dish. 

I am inching closer to trying the engine.  I am waiting on a 
choke plate.  I have my temporary fuel system set up.  I 
figured out the throttle linkage.  But maybe unconventional.  
I reversed the ball-joint on the pedal shaft lever to get it to 
clear the intake manifold.  The throttle works ok but it is not 
according to the diagram.  I did not see another way. 
Perhaps someone can tell me if I am wrong.  I don’t trust the 
way it was.   Also see the picture below.  Is this piston 
supposed to be down before starting the engine?  I can push it up slowly but it slowly 
drops back down.  I hope to have the plate in this week and start it next weekend. 

My goal is to get it on the road by the end of the year.  I have most of the stuff to do 
it.  The question will be getting it painted.  We will see. 

I am looking forward to a good year! 

Phil Ellerbrock, GHA SCN Editor 

Inside this issue: 

Don’t forget to visit the Gateway Healey Association Web-Site at 
www.gatewayhealey.com 

GHA Meeting: 4th Tuesday of the Month, 7 PM at Keith Bester’s 
115 N Sappington Road, Kirkwood MO 314-821-2372 

Me and my better half 
Elizabeth 

Is this piston supposed to be 
down?  There is oil in the 

suction chamber.  I just want 
to make sure it is right 
before I start the engine 



 

Febrruary Meeting Minutes—Ron Varley 
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President 

Sean Dowell 

smdowell01@gmail.com 

Vice President 

Ron Varley 

(314) 324-3021 

ronvarley@aol.com 

National Delegate 

Sean Dowell 

smdowell01@gmail.com 

Membership Chairman & Treasurer 

Keith Bester 

314-821-2372 

kcb62bt7@yahoo.com 

Secretary 

Ron Varley 

(314) 324-3021 

ronvarley@aol.com 

Social Events Coordinator 

Marilyn Salini 

(314) 991-9363 

Msalini73@gmail.com 

Newsletter Editor 

Phil Ellerbrock 

(314) 749 1250 

pje383@centurytel.net 

GHA Webmaster 

Jim Reiter 

(636) 795-2829 

Ghawebmaster@yahoo.com 

Gateway’s Officers 

Events calendar in the St. Louis Sports Car Council Gateway Relay at-
www.stlscc.org 

Meeting was called to order at 7:30 by President Sean Dowell. 

Members and guests attending: Keith Bester,Jim Cravens Dennis Dowell, Sean Dowell, Phil Ellerbrock, Dave Mas-
sey, Bob McElwee, Lou Salini, and Ron Varley. 

Treasurer/Membership report: So far for this year 20 National Club memberships and one local club only member-
ship have been renewed.  

The following upcoming events were discussed: 

2/26/22  Cars & Coffee at Gateway Classic Cars in O'Fallon, IL (a great place to visit anytime per Dennis Dowell) 

4/16/22  Wash-Up Tune-Up at Keith Bester's starting at 11:00am. Bring a dish. 

4/17/22  Forest Park Easter Car Show (Gateway Healey will not have a club display this year.) 

6/5/22  European Car Show to be held again this year at Mini of St. Louis 

Meeting adjourned at 8:25 pm. 
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If you are planning on attending a RUMP please email Jim Reiter at   

j-reiter@sbcglobal.net 

Attendees:  
Keith Bester, Steve Nelson, Joe 
Krekeler, Lou Salini, Steve Hurst, Dave 
Gueberc, Jeff Homsher, Dave Massey, 
Jim Reiter 

@ 



 

Page 4 Volume 43, Issue 1 

 Sean Dowell’s progress on his big healey 

March 2022 

Sean is not a man of many words but 
these are the latest on Sean’s teardown 
of his Healey.  Last time he showed the 
removal of rear body sections and working 
on the front steering alignment.  This 
time he is showing the removal of the 
interior.   

He had indicated during the last GHA 
meeting that he is hesitant to take 
the vehicle out of driving condition.  
However with the removal of the driv-
er’s seat he may be getting close to 
the point where he is committed to 
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 Sean Dowell’s progress on his big healey 
December 2021 
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Phil Ellerbrock’s 1959 BN6 Progress 

Getting the engine ready for its first start Figured out the throttle linkage.  Not like 
the article I published in the last edition.   

It is actually fairly well described in the 
Workshop Manual Section A  “Engine” at the 

very end.. 
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Phil Ellerbrock’s 1959 BN6 Progress 

Pedals are in the right positions 

 Ordered a new plate and trunnion assy 
from British Car Specialists 

Choke plate is messed up!  And I 
don’t have the trunnion assembly. 

 I hooked up a temporary fuel pump, no more than 3 
PSI, to a small tank of gas. This should allow me 
to try to start it without filling tg the fuel tank. 

 John at BCS recommended Joe Curto 
(see article from Autoweek) to get a 
female fuel fitting that would go on a 

rubber fuel hose. 
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Believe it or not, this guy is still in business.  Strongly recommended as still the SU king he is 
located College Point NY.  See www.joecurto.com 
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Registration is open for Enclave 2022, www.enclave2022.org  to celebrate the 70th anniversary of the 
Marque in the scenic Pocono Mountains of Pennsylvania. The four-county region is famous for its resorts, 
natural scenic beauty, 150 lakes including Lake Wallenpaupack, and quaint, historic towns. We are 
fortunate to have a commitment from Blair Harber to bring not only the first production Austin-Healey 
(#138031) but also two pre-production cars: AHX12 and AHX14. 
Your week’s festivities will begin on Sunday afternoon registration followed by that evening Welcome 
Reception at the Kalahari Resorts Convention center and the kickoff of the weeklong Hot Wheels racing 
competition.   
· Monday you will be experiencing the beauty of the Poconos with our Mountain Rally, followed by Tech 
Sessions and the ever-popular valve cover races in the evening. 
· Tuesday will be another action-packed day at Enclave 2022 with the Funkhana, Concours Judging, Tech 
Sessions, English Tea, Barbeque dinner followed by the entertaining and rewarding Charity Auction 
festivities. Please consider bringing an item(s) to be auctioned off during the charity auction. 
Wednesday we will kick-off the day at Pocono Raceway. You will have the opportunity to drive, ride, or 
watch NASCAR-type stockcars navigate the 2.5 mile “tricky triangle” with the StockCar Racing Experience, 
followed by parade laps in your Healey. We have negotiated discounted pricing if you purchase by January 
30, 2022.  The Stock Car Racing Experience and Ride Along's can be booked on-line 
at  https://877stockcar.com/austin/ Our popular Car Show will be held Wednesday afternoon on the streets 
of historic Stroudsburg. The vibrant downtown is home to museums and galleries, murals and music 
venues, wineries, and restaurants to please every palate for a casual late lunch, or early dinner.  
Thursday will be the day for testing your driving skills with the Gymkhana, finals of the Hot Wheels 
competition, Tour of Pocono Organics - North America's Largest Regenerative Organic Farm. 
www.poconoorganics.com, and our annual Awards Banquet. 
   Our headquarters for the week will be the Kalahari Resorts www.kalahariresorts.com,  a full-service 
vacation destination including meeting & convention facilities that combine America’s largest indoor 
waterpark for all ages with the magic of Africa, family entertainment centers, luxury spas, adventurous 
restaurants and convention centers that deliver beyond expectations, and all under one roof. Whether you 
are 3, 93 or anything in-between, there is something for everyone! 
Go online to register for Enclave 2022 at our website at www.enclave2022.org and to see the other events 
planned to celebrate the 70th anniversary of the Austin-Healey Marque.  See you in the Poconos the third 
week of September 2022!  BE THERE!! 
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Saturday  

September 10, 2022 

Edwardsville, IL 62025 

We want to let everyone know that we will be back for our 3rd 
year continuing with using the second weekend of September.  There 
will be a lot more updates as we move forward, with some very 
interesting items we are trying to finalize. 

Please set aside this date.  We look forward to your participation. 

The show continues to be open for cars, trucks, motorcycles of all eras 
and types.  

CLUBS: We will again do show field grouping with clubs and, again, encourage all groups that they are 
welcome to have a tent adjacent to space.  PLEASE add us to your 2022 event calendar.   

SPONSORS & PROGRAM ADVERTISERS:  We have yet to establish our offerings but you are welcome to 
express your interest in being on the potential supporter list. 

SHOW FIELD COMMERCIAL DISPLAYS:   We have yet to establish our offerings but you are welcome to 
express your interest in being on the potential supporter list.  

Jeff Kennedy 

Car Show Chair 

jkennedy.design@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 

 

To AHCA Members:  
Minutes from the 2021 AHCA Fall Delegates' meeting have been posted on the AHCA web-
site (healeyclub.org). To access, follow the steps listed below. 

Log in to the AHCA website 
Select "Members" 
Select "Documents" which takes you to the document library 
Select "Delegates Meetings" (be sure the “folder” symbol is open) 
Select "Minutes and Documents (13)" 
Select / download the file labeled "2021 Fall Meeting Minutes" (the second entry in the list)  

Please contact me if you have questions.  

Edie Lowery 

AHCA Secretary 


