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Rumblings 
 

Yes, the year is now correct on this 
edition….. 

This edition is going out on a day 
that is actually a little bit of a break 
in the hot weather we are having.  
I am in a holding pattern with my 
car while I wait on my transmission 
to be completed.  I hope to have it 
in a few weeks.  Then re-
installation and some test driving 
to make sure the frame is ready for a body—finally! 

The meetings continue and we are getting good attendance with some new faces 
and a new treasurer Paul Michael.  It is good to see life in the club.  Our legacy 
members have been good at keeping things going.  While the number of Healeys 
has dwindled, the interest in the car still remains.  I am hoping to add mine to the few 
Healeys we still have.   

I am looking forward to getting my car done.  It has been a very long road and I want 
to see it done.  It has been 7 and a half years since my father passed and I really 
would like to get it on the road as a tribute to him.  I want to experience what he got 
to experience with this car in the years he owned it.  He did drive it occasionally back 
and forth to work.  I want to do the same (of course on appropriate weather days).    

 

Phil Ellerbrock, GHA SCN Editor 

Inside this issue: 

Events calendar in the  
St. Louis Sports Car Council Gateway Relay  

at 
www.stlscc.org 

Don’t forget to visit the Gateway Healey Association Web-Site at 
www.gatewayhealey.com 

GHA Meeting: 4th Tuesday of the Month, 7 PM at Keith Bester’s 
115 N Sappington Road, Kirkwood MO 314-821-2372 
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July Meeting Minutes 
Members and guests in attendance:  Dennis Dowell, Chris Kresser, Greg Finazzo, Paul Michael,   
Sean Dowell, Jim Helsh, Jim Reiter, Ron Varley, Phil Ellerbrock, Rick Stiers, Dave Massey 

Sean Dowell called the meeting to order at 7:30pm. 

The first order of business was to resume discussion about the establishment of a GHA checking 
account. 

Paul Michael reaffirmed that he is not willing to open an account in his name/dba Gateway Healey 
Association. All agreed that this is not a good idea. 

Paul said Ron Varley sent him a copy of the IRS Letter in which GHA's old EIN number was is-
sued at the time GHA incorporated as a nonprofit corporation in preparation for Conclave 99. Ron 
pointed out that EINs never go away and that if a bank were to go through the EIN verification pro-
cess it would find this number still associated with GHA even though GHA's nonprofit corporation 
has been dissolved. Ron's thinking is that a bank might therefore be willing to accept GHA's old 
EIN number for purposes of setting up a non-interest bearing checking account. All agreed that it 
would be worth pursuing this idea. Paul will meet with a couple of banks to see if this idea might 
be workable and report his findings at the August meeting. 

Sean Dowell appointed Phil Ellerbrock to represent GHA at the AHCA Fall Delegates meeting. 

Ron Varley pointed out an error in last month's meeting minutes. The Cars & Coffee event at Hol-
man Motorcars in scheduled for the last Saturday of the month; not the fourth Saturday of the 
month. 

St. Louis Car Museum is hosting its Fifth Annual Car Show & Open House on Saturday August 26 
from 10:00am to 2:00pm. 

Meeting was adjourned at 8:15pm. 

 

Ron Varley, Secretary 
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June Meeting Minutes 
President Sean Dowell called the meeting to order at 7:30pm. 

The following members were in attendance:  Dennis Dowell, Dave Massey, Sean Dowell, Greg 
Finazzo, Richard Etz, Rich Collister, Jim Reiter, Ron Varley, Keith Bester 

Paul Michael, the new Treasurer of GHA was absent and therefore unable to report on his efforts to 
set up a new bank account for GHA. Sean Dowell had spoken to Paul and said Paul had some 
concerns about using his Social Security number to set up an account. Paul has contacted Bev 
Sealand to find out how other clubs that are not incorporated are handling their banking. Paul will 
be attending our July meeting to let us know what he comes up with. 

Sean Dowell will not be able to participate in the annual Delegates Meeting to be held in November 
of this year. So we will need someone to take his place at this meeting. Sean is looking for a 
volunteer. 

Cars & Coffee has relocated their venue from Amp Up Action Park to the Museum of 
Transportation.  

Following is a schedule of Cars & Coffee events: 

· Fast Lane Classic Cars - 2nd Saturday of Month 8:00am - 10:00am 

· MO Transportation Museum - 3rd Saturday of Month - 8:00am - !0:00am 

· Holman Classic Cars - 4th Saturday of July - 10:00am - Noon 

· Kirkwood Sonic - Car Show every Friday evening thru October 

Richard Etz provided information on the following parts for a 1964 Austin Healey Sprite available 
for free: 

· Pair of 1&1/4 SU carburetors on manifold with heat shield, 

· Pair of doors w/glass and door cards, 

· Windshield with good frame, but cracked glass, 

· Grille 

· Few other odds and ends 

Contact Jim Jennings at jim.jennings2@gmail.com. 

Jim lives in Lexington, KY and travels frequently to Springfield, IL. Pick up possible at either 
location. 

Meeting adjourned at 8:00pm. 

 

Ron Varley 
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 May Meeting Minutes 
President Sean Dowell called the meeting to order at 7:30pm. 

Attendees: Richard Etz, Keith Bester, Jim Reiter, Sean Dowell, Dennis Dowell, Greg Finazzo, 
Paul Michael, Dave Massey, Ron Varley 

The main topic of discussion was the ongoing need for a member (who is an AHCA member) to 
take over the job of Treasurer/Membership chair). Paul Michael, who was attending a club 
meeting for the first time expressed a willingness to take the job for a year. Paul joined AHCA/
GHA last year after having recently purchased a 1966 BJ8. He has not been receiving the GHA 
newsletter, so was not aware of our difficulty in finding someone to fill this position. 

After some discussion about what the job entails and what needs to be done to create a checking 
account, Sean Dowell appointed Paul as our new GHA Treasurer/Membershipchair. 

This appointment is very timely since the club just received a check from AHCA for $330.00 
covering rebates for local club dues for 2023. This together with some cash on hand for local only 
member dues the club has received, will provide needed cash for Paul to use in opening a 
checking account. 

Sean Dowell also reminded everyone of the following upcoming car events: 

·     European Car Show on June 11 

·     Cars & Coffee at Amp Up Action Park on June 17 

·     Fathers Day Car Show at the Museum of Transportation on June 18. 

 

The meeting adjourned at 8:15pm. 

 

Ron Varley 
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Donors regularly give millions of dollars to some 
of the country’s most well-known universities. But 
a small college you probably haven’t heard of just 
got a massive, $1 billion gift. 

McPherson College in Kansas was given that eye-
popping sum by an anonymous donor, Bloomberg 
reported on Friday. That $1 billion will lift the 
school’s endowment to more than $1.5 billion, an 
impressive total for a school with just over 800 stu-
dents. (For reference, Harvard has the largest en-
dowment of any school in the U.S., with more than 
$50 billion. Liberal-arts schools like Amherst and 

Williams sit around $3.5 billion.) 

“This reflects on the great work that our faculty, staff and students do at McPherson College,” Michael Schneider, 
the school’s president, told Bloomberg. 

The $1 billion donation is part of a fundraising drive that the college launched last year. An anonymous donor 
said they’d give up to $500 million, gifting $2 for every $1 donated by June 30. But McPherson ended up bringing 
in $342 million, and the donor decided to increase their contribution into the 10 figures. 

Despite its small size, McPherson is lauded as the only school in the United States that offers a bachelor’s degree 
in automotive restoration. The college has on its campus some impressive vehicles, including a 1914 Ford Model 
T Speedster, a 1956 Austin Healy 100 M Le Mans, and a 1972 Ferrari 365 GTB/4 Daytona. Students themselves 
have worked on projects like rewiring a 1932 Paul Harris Roadster and restoring a 1971 Corvette to standards ac-
cepted by the National Corvette Restorers Society. 

Thanks to its focus on classic cars, the school has gained some notable celebrity fans. Jay Leno, for example, has 
endowed two scholarships at the college. “Much like art historians who clean and repair the works of the Renais-
sance era, the young men and women at McPherson College are doing it with automobiles, recreating abilities and 
techniques long forgotten, and they’ll make a good living doing it,” Leno said in a statement earlier this year. “Our 
hobby and heritage are safe in their hands.” 

Now those hands have a little extra dough to work with, too. 

 

This article was published at the following link: 

https://robbreport.com/lifestyle/news/mcpherson-college-anonymous-donation-1234871348/
#utm_medium=social&utm_source=email&utm_campaign=social_bar&utm_content=top&utm_id=1234871348  
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This article was scanned from the Austin 
Healey Magazine of the Austin Healey Club 

dated July 1996 
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Phil Ellerbrock’s 1959 BN6 Pro-

gress 

On June 10th I was able to take the transmission over to Keith Bester’s garage.  We 
worked on it together (mostly Keith).  Notably the inside was in good shape with some wear 
and no real signs that the transmission should have been howling.  Sort of disturbing.  But it 
is good to have a fresh rebuild.  We ended up having to order a few more parts to finish.  
Keith now has the parts.  I am hoping to finish this job and get this thing back in the car.   

The transmission in the hands of the GHA 
resident expert Keith Bester.   

Seen here working to disassemble the unit.   

On June 4th my wife and I worked 
together to remove the transmission.  We 
used a cherry picker to remove the 
transmission, which worked better than I 
thought.  Unfortunately in our focus to 
remove it we took no pictures. 
A real shame because I am sure they 
would have been entertaining.  Note-
worthy is the fact that the engine 
“balances” on the motor mounts pretty 
well.  It did require a jack in the rear 
to keep it level. 


